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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 

OUTPOURING TO THE NATIONS (OTTN) 
OTTN as a foundation aims at making sure that through a helping hand, The 
GRACE of God, The LOVE of God, and the WORD of God, is expressed through 
out the world, especially among those with the greatest need and least oppor-
tunity.  The foundation presently operates in Ghana and Nigeria.

THE 10/40 WINDOW
The 10/40 Window is the rectangular area of North Africa, the Middle East and 
Asia approximately between 10 degrees north and 40 degrees north latitude. 
The 10/40 Window is often called "The Resistant Belt" and includes the majority 
of the world's Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists. 

The original 10/40 Window included only countries with at least 50% of their 
land mass within 10 and 40 degrees north latitude. The revised 10/40 Window 
includes several additional countries that are close to 10 or 40 degrees north 
latitude and have high concentrations of unreached peoples. According to 
research the window is widening and expanding South. The Lines project 
believes through the power and grace of the Holy Spirit; the Lord will resource 
Christians to stop this expansion. 

The OTTN Lines Project seeks to equip Christian professionals, especially 
teachers and health workers to be light among strategic outpost wherever they 
�nd themselves, through intentional discipleship movements. 

Islam and Christian witness in Muslim Context

the lines Project
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION
The world’s Christian-Muslim population ratio is approximately 2:1. In 
Africa, the ratio is staggering, it is nearly 1:1. Remarkably, in every ten (10) 
Africans, four (4) are Muslims, �ve (5) Christians and one (1) other– a ratio 
of 4:5:1. In West and North Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians over-
whelmingly. What this implies is that no Christian can live in Isolation from 
Muslims, and not encounter them on daily basis in the marketplace. This 
o�ers Christians great opportunity to become witnesses among adherents 
of the second largest faith in the world! This manual tackles the subject of 
Islam that includes: a historical background, core beliefs and nature of the 
religion, and Christian witness. Most importantly, it is designed as tool for 
Christian witness in Muslim context, to be used especially by Christian 
professionals who work among Muslim majority or minority groups. 

PRE-ISLAMIC ERA
Geography, Socio-cultural, Religion and Economic Life 
The Arab Peninsula of the Middle East is the birthplace of the Prophet 
Muhammad and Islam. The area is one million square miles, with greater 
part of it lying in desert, which makes it di�cult for human habitation. The 
southern region embraces Yemen, and whiles the western region comprises 
of Medina and Mecca. It is historically known as the place that nurtured the 
Islamic Civilization or the Golden Age of Islam. 

The Arabs are Semites, which means they 
speak a language belonging to a large family 
of related languages, including Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Syriac, as well as ancient Akkadian 
and Assyrian dialects. Arabic is also part of a 
broader group of languages called the 
Afro-Asiatic, which include the Berber, 
Amharic, ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
languages. Note that the term Semite come from Shem, one of Noah’s sons 
who came forth from the ark after the Flood.  This is part of the reason Islam 
spread rapidly to those regions apart from geographical consideration.
The Arab pastoralists’ chief occupation were raising camels, hunting, buying 
and selling of slaves who occasionally serve as bodyguards or escorts to 
caravans. They were sometimes employed as security personnel in marginal 
areas such as the Syrian and Iraqi borders. The norm of Raiding was another 
way to obtain food and wealth. The early Meccan texts of the Qur’an (sura 
100: 1-5) reminisces these past raiding activities of Arabs. These texts are 
what have become the basis of militant Islam.   Indeed, Arabs were lovers of 
poetry, this is re�ected in the style and form (i.e. rhyme) the Qur’an has 
been written. Poets were venerated as people with supernatural knowl-
edge.     
     
The Arab world was considered barbarian and wild, for which reason the 
term al-Jahiliya is commonly used to refer to this era before Islam. 
Pre-Islamic Religion

i. The deities were both masculine and feminine:
a. The popular female goddesses were called daughters of Allah: the 
�rst is called al-Uzza, the second is al-Lat. The third is al-Manat, the goddess 
of fate and destiny.

ii. The main divinity of the Ka’ba is called Hubal. 
Note: several Pre-Islamic ritual practices, particularly those connected with 
the Ka’ba cult in Mecca, were assimilated into Islam by Muhammad, with 
modi�cations and reinterpretations of their meanings. 

High God
In Arabia, the name Allah was popularly known as high god, translated as 
God before the dawn of Islam. In ancient Arab culture, Allah was considered 
as the creator and sustainer of life; who when the people fell in great need 
would call upon him for rescue.  The name Allah originates from the root 
word, EL; similar to the Hebrew God, Elohim.  
      
BEGINNINGS OF ISLAM
It was Muhammad’s supernatural experience that gave birth to Islam. Islam 
was founded by Muhammad in Mecca, although Muslims assert that the 
religion was partially in existence from the time of Adam. Islam began to 
grow from the Arabia soil into non-Arab territories, beginning from the 
Caliphs’ conquest in 632 CE. The Qur’an refers to all Allah’s prophets as 
Muslims but narrates how each of them failed in carrying out His commands 
and how Muhammad comes to �ll that gap. 

Muhammad was born in 570CE to the Hashim family/clan of the Quraysh 
tribe, to the noble couple, Abdullah and Amina from Yathrib. The father died 
before his delivery, followed by the mother when he was just six (6) years 
old. He was nursed by two women, Suwaibah and Halimah as custom 
required. His uncle Abu Talib took care of the young Muhammad after the 
death of his paternal grandfather, Abdul Mutalib. At age twelve, Muhammad 
became an apprentice to his uncle and travelled with him on his mercantile 
expedition to Syria for some months. Muhammad was employed by the 
wealthy widow, Khadijah. At the age of twenty �ve (25) they got married. 
Waraqua, Khadijah’s cousin, interpreted Muhammad’s ‘angelic experience’ 
during a time of meditation in cave Hira as a sign of his prophetic mandate. 
His �rst convert was his wife and two adopted sons, Ali and Zaid. Soon, his 
bosom friend, Abu Bakr joined. It was not long that the population the 
Muslims began to soar after their return from Abbyssinia (Present day Ethio-
pia) where they ran to for asylum, known as Hijrah.  
    
In the 7th Century CE, Islam began from the time of Muhammad’s response 
to Allah’s revelation and call in 613 CE and was �rmly established by 632 

when he died. The second Hijrah was a noble invitation to lead the people 
of Medina. It was at Medina that Muhammad consolidated Islam as a 
military, judiciary, political and religious institution. Muhammad returned 
later to capture Mecca in the famous battle.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM, AND BEING A MUSLIM
Islam has commonly been understood by Muslims as ‘a religion of peace’ 
but this is an oversimpli�cation of the actual fact. So, what is Islam? Tradi-
tionally, Islam is derive from three Arabic letters translated as SLM, mean-
ing complete surrender or submission to the will of Allah. At the inception 
of Islam in the 7th Century, the word ‘submission’ had a military connota-
tion, and it also meant submitting to the authority of Muhammad in 
Medina. Today among Muslims, submission to Allah is synonymous to 
submission to Muhammad. It is the reason some radical Muslims are able 
to kill non-Muslims for blasphemy against Muhammad or his revelation, 
the Qur’an.   
 
The Main Divisions/Movements in Islam
The two main Islamic groups that emerged out of the scramble for power 
were the Shi’ites and Sunnis. The Shi’ites supported Ali (Muhammad’s 
son-in-law who was married to Fatima) as the true successor of Muham-
mad, but the Sunnis decided to stay neutral. The Sunnis constitute main-
stream Islam (80%). Some other movements developed in Islam in later 
centuries, these include:
i. Su�sm
ii. Wahhabiyya Movement: 
iii. The Ahmadiyya Movement: 
iv. The Bahai: 

Shari’ah
The Arabic word for Shari’ah means ‘path’, ‘road’ or ‘way’. It is the common 
law of Islam established for the purpose of guidance for Muslims, both for 
the worship of Allah and for the duties of life–ranging from how to cut 
one’s nails to how to perform prayers and how to run a state (sura 5:48). It 
is a divine law as opposed to human law. The Shari’ah is not an additional 
book of laws distinct from the Qur’an but the totality of suras and hadiths 
meant to govern Muslims. For instance, the Shari’ah instructs that Muslim 
men must grow a beard and wear a turban in emulation of Muhammad. 
Muslim women must wear the hijab (veil), like Muhammad’s wives. Adults 

Muslims must pray �ve times a day, fast and pay zakat. Female Muslims 
cannot marry non-Muslims. It commands how non-Muslims are to live under 
Muslim rule; and it also prescribes punishments for di�erent crimes and sins. 
For example, the Qur’an and hadith prescribes amputation of a thief’s hand; 
eight lashes for drinking alcohol; hundred whips for fornication; stoning to 
death for adultery; beheading for apostasy; and execution for the murder of 
a Muslim. 

COMMON BELIEFS IN ISLAM
Tawhid 
Angels 
Scripture 
Risalah (Prophethood) 
Akhira/Judgment 
Predestination 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM/MUSLIM MAIN PRACTICES
Kalimatu Shahadah 
Salat
Zakat
Saum
Pilgrimage 
Jihad

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF ISLAM
The Qur’an: is the Holy Book of all Muslims. It is believed to be a miracle from 
God, celestial and uncreated, brought down from heaven in Arabic by direct 
dictation. Muhammad used it to con�rm his apostleship. Its content is the 
source of instruction for all Muslims. 
The Qur’an was revealed within a period of 23 years in Arabic, and has 144 
suras (chapters) and 6236 Ayas (verses). The �rst texts of the Qur’an were 
only consonants without vowels and orthographic signs. It was in 8th C that 
the vowels were introduced.

The Qur’an was recorded in phases. The early recordings in Mecca were 
liberal in nature while the latter ones in Medina were militant political and 
legalistic. Some appear to justify militant actions that have already taken 
place, such as raid during the traditional holy month of Rajab (2:217).
Hadith:  Is a collection of traditions about what Muhammad did, said or 

approved. And each hadith contain what is known as the Sunna, which, is a 
report of something that the prophet said, did and approved. In other 
words the Hadith is the report while the Sunna is the subject of what was 
being reported. Because the Sunna is contained in the hadith, the two have 
come to be used interchangeably. Each hadith contains another part called 
the isnad, which gives names of the persons who reported the incident 
mentioned in the Sunna.
The reason the Sunna is so important is that every detail of Muhammad’s 
lifestyle is regarded as an eternal example to be emulated, from the way he 
organized the community in Seventh Century Arabia to the way he cut his 
nails. 
Muslims turn to the Sunna for Explanation of obscure verses in the Qur’an 
and for guidance on matters about which the Qur’an is silent. For instance, 
the Qur’an orders Muslims to pray, but does not specify how they are to 
pray. This information is derived from the Sunna. 
From the Second Century, after the death of Muhammad people begun to 
manufacture Hadith for their own sel�sh interest, which made the collec-
tion and criticism of hadith the subject of discussion for Muslim scholars 
rather than the Sunna. 

PART 2
WITNESSING IN MUSLIM CONTEXT 

God’s Move among Muslims 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” John 12:32     

God is drawing Muslims to Himself from every continent. It is easy to lose 
sight of this in the face of the negative news coming from many Muslims 
lands; but make no mistake, behind all the horror and pain, Jesus is still 
reaching out to Muslims from every corner of the globe. His love and 
forgiveness is breaking forth.

In the course of interacting with Muslims and reading their testimony, one 
thing stands out: “Even from within the pages of the Qur’an, many are 
hearing the faint call of the Messiah whom they call Isa’. Some Muslims fall 
in love with Him just from seeing how unique He is among the prophets, 
even as narrated in the Qur’an; yet many are confused as to His full identity. 
From West Africa, Indo-Malaysia, Middle East and to North Africa, Jesus is 

gathering His elect from among the Muslim people and communities that 
have hitherto been closed to the Gospel. It would seem that the shaking in 
Muslim majority countries and regions is a physical manifestation of the 
global shaking in the Spirit. God is on the move in the house of Islam. 

Jesus is also making Himself known to Muslims in an unprecedented manner, 
through supernatural healings, visions, dreams and revelations. Unfortunate-
ly, many have these dreams, but do not know what it means, and are in need 
of living witnesses that can introduce Christ to them. One such testimony that 
comes to mind is that of an Arab lady who spoke of her love for ‘Isa’ and how 
she loves to read ‘Surat Mariam’ in the Qur’an. This is a chapter that speaks at 
length about ‘Isa’ (Jesus). She spoke of a dream she had in which many people 
were trying to enter through a door, but were unable to open the door. She 
came and tried the door and it opened. She stepped into a room where the 
wall directly facing her had a huge picture of Jesus. The more she stared at it 
in awe, the brighter it shone. She, like many such Muslims, had never had 
anybody to explain the way of salvation through Christ. 

How many such people are there around us today, needing interpretation of 
their dreams and further clari�cations on the person of Jesus?

As mentioned above therefore, apart from the Qur’an itself, God is using 
other means to draw Muslims to Himself, including the following: 

Vision and Dreams

A Christian lady asked a lady in a refugee camp in Syria if she had had any 
dream about Jesus (Isa). She said she hadn’t but that her son had. She spoke 
of how her boy would see a Man in clothes that shone bright; this Man was 
full of love and would hold her son in His arms, weeping with tears �owing 
down His beard unto her son’s head. It touched her to see how much the Lord 
loved her child and was moved by their plight.

Healings

A North African Arab lady and middle-aged mother of three, spoke of how 
the Lord healed her of cancer in the womb even before she became a follow-
er of Christ. She had been diagnosed with cancer, and it had reached an 
advanced stage. She bled constantly and was told she urgently needed 
surgery. On her way home, she stopped by an Orthodox Church and started 

praying alone outside the gate of the Church, speaking to Isa (Jesus), remind-
ing Him the Qur’an said He healed and that Christians say He still heals. She 
�nished praying and went home. By the next morning, she noticed she had 
stopped bleeding. She went back to the doctors to report that she had 
topped bleeding and was feeling better. She wanted them to run the tests 
again. They reluctantly complied. After the scan, they asked her in astonish-
ment “what happened to you” she was shown her �rst and second scans. The 
�rst scan showed her womb half eaten by cancer, and the second scan 
showed a clean womb, like that of a woman who had never conceived! She 
turned to the Lord and became a follower of Jesus.

Love from Christians

Kamal set out to do social Jihad in the US, visiting prisons in a bid to win 
converts to Islam. He was convinced America was the big Satan that had to 
be undermined from within; America had to come under the submission to 
Allah. One day, while on his mission, he had an accident. Christians came to 
his aid, took him to the hospital, paid his hospital bill, and took him into their 
homes while he convalesced. At the end of his time with them, they o�cially 
welcomed him into their family, gave him keys to the house and got him a 
car to use while he tried to sort himself out. This left an indelible mark in 
Kamal’s life, and began his journey to faith in Christ.

The Bible

Many Muslims �nd their way to Christ through the pages of the Bible. Such 
was the testimony of a former Pakistani, who came to know God as father 
through the pages of the Bible. This led her to pray “Father, which of these 
books is yours: the Qur’an or the Bible?” to which God answered her, “In 
which of them do you see me as Father?”

As we pray with sincere love for Muslims, God will yet bring many more to 
know Him. For…it is not His desire that any should perish, but that all should 
come to saving knowledge of the truth. As God works in these lives through 
dreams and visions, are we willing to be used by the Lord as the ‘Josephs’ in 
their lives, who will help them understand the meaning of their dreams and 
their longings? Are we longing to see God draw more Muslims to Himself? If 
your answer is yes to any of these questions, this manual is prepared for you; 
to equip you to be the instrument God can use in bringing Muslims to Him-
self through saving faith in Christ. 

Pre-Evangelism

Most Muslims we meet have considerable prejudice against the Christian 
faith. This makes them misunderstand our faith totally. Pre-evangelism aims 
to clear the way for evangelism. Why should a Muslim want to come to 
Christ, as long as he thinks that Jesus was a prophet to the Jews and brought 
a message which has been corrupted, and was replaced by an unaltered new 
edition through Muhammad? A Muslim feels much the same way as we 
would feel when the Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses approach us with the 
intention to share their faith with us. Pre-evangelism should clarify false 
concepts and ideas. 

Muslims in a crowd are in most instances unapproachable and hostile. In a 
one-on-one or two-on-two situation, preferably in a relaxed atmosphere of 
his familiar environment, a witness needs to be able to lead a conversation as 
naturally as possible to a spiritual plane. 

It is important to note here that “evangelism is a process–of befriending, 
supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while continually pointing 
Muslims toward Christ.”

Removing Barriers

Understanding cultural, sociological, historical, political, and economic 
concerns are important in our approach to Muslims. What are their deepest 
issues and felt needs? Once we understand the Muslims’ cultural contexts 
and the historical obstacles between us, we can address the barriers. Then 
we may �nd signi�cant opportunities to share our faith with Muslims. But if 
we fail to address sociological issues in our relationship with Muslims, they 
may reject our words and actions before ever really hearing or seeing the 
beauty of the gospel. 
Many times Muslims react against our culture and are unable to focus on the 
gospel message we intend to proclaim. This lesson ask: How can we commu-
nicate the gospel message more clearly with less cultural baggage? How can 
we a�rm the positive aspects of Muslim society, use these as bridges to 
build a biblical understanding and worldview, and call on the Holy Spirit to 
redeem and improve our methods of sharing our faith? 

Muslims react strongly against many so-called Christian behaviours: immod-

est dress, o�ensive diets, drunkenness, drug use, dysfunctional families, 
abortion, homosexuality, and other immorality demonstrated in television, 
movies, and pornography exported to Muslim communities. We cannot just 
write these o� as negative by-products of our culture, and not re�ective of 
true Christianity. Many Muslims have yet to meet Christians who abhor these 
practices and e�ectively articulate that opinion. 

Imagine yourself a Muslim visiting a Church service: the sexes mix freely; 
worshippers wear shoes and sit on the pew in the presence of God; people 
talk even as the service starts, to rock music, with worship dance performed 
by immodestly dressed women; and wine is served at communion! Might not 
that Muslim exclaim “God, rescue me from this discotheque!”? How we dress, 
what we eat, what our attitudes are toward their culture, how we use our 
money, how we raise our children, even what kind of house we live in, and 
how long we stay among Muslims all a�ect Muslims’ impression of Christ. 

What does the Bible say about justice for the poor and the politically 
oppressed? Do we react only when Christians are persecuted, while ten times 
as many Muslims are abused by dictators? Many Christian humanitarian 
organization have excellent records of o�ering assistance to all those in need, 
regardless of religious background. Could Christians go further by seeking 
reconciliation, and encouraging governments to address long-standing 
con�icts a�ecting Muslims?

All of humanity is under the curse and we struggle to implement justice. 
Often we can view questions of economics and politics as non-religious 
topics. Muslims may feel mistreated economically, unfairly judged for their 
human right records…: our response to these sensitivities may not have 
registered with us as factors in how we present Christ to Muslims (read the 
ten stumbling blocks to reaching Muslims by Waleed Nassar from Encounter-
ing the World of Islam pages 253-255).

 

Responding to Popular Objections by Muslims

Muslims most frequently raise questions and objection about the Christian 
faith whenever they meet Christians. It is natural for the Christian to feel 
uncomfortable. If he or she is not careful in managing his or her emotions in 
responding to these questions appropriately, both parties may end up being 

o�ended. Pay close attention to response of the Muslim. It will give you an 
indication of his or her spiritual interest. A Muslim’s questions may not be what 
they appear. He may want to know beyond what you believe; he may be probing 
to �nd out if you respect him or his religious opinion. Few of the popular ques-
tions have been explained below but they are not exhaustive:

“What do you think about Muhammad?” 

To a Muslim, Muhammad is the most perfect and precious person in the world. 
How you answer this question will set the tone for any future relationship. Be 
honest, but refer to Muhammad with respect, just as you would want your 
Muslim friend to be respectful of Jesus.

Response: I know that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam and therefore your 
prophet. Although I do not believe exactly what you believe about him, I do 
respect him. Politically, he was a reformer, a statesman, and a national leader. 
Religiously, he called idolatrous people back to worship the One True God. He 
also said many positive things about the Lord Jesus. I believe each of these 
reasons make him worthy of my respect.

“What do you think about the Qur’an?”

Respond: “Since I am a Christian, you know that the Qur’an is not my book; it is 
yours. Although I don’t believe exactly what you believe about the Qur’an, I do 
read it. I appreciate it because of the many wonderful and beautiful things it says 
about my Lord Messiah Jesus.

“Why haven’t you become a Muslim?”

Response: “You know that I’m a Christian, which means I am not a follower of 
your religion, your prophet, or your book. However, if you are using the word 
‘Muslim’ (to mean surrender) in its true sense– as one who is surrendered to 
God–then I am already that. I have surrendered my life to God and have been 
made completely clean through his mighty blood sacri�ce of the Messiah Jesus.”

“Was Muhammad Prophesied in the Bible?”

Muslims believe (sura 61:6) the Bible prophesies about the coming of Muham-
mad, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3): “The Lord had said to 
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’”

Muslims believe this worldwide blessing is the arrival of Islam. They interpret 
this to mean that God will make a great nation through Hagar and her son 
Ishmael (see Gen. 17:20).

They also believe Moses prophesied about Muhammad in Deuteronomy 
18:18 when God said to Moses: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell 
them everything I command him.”

Response: “I do believe that God, in the Bible, prophesied about a very special 
prophet who would come in the future. A few of the prophecies could be 
confused with Muhammad. However, there are more than three hundred 
prophecies, which are very speci�c. As I have studied them, I believe there is 
only one person who could (and did) ful�l each of them–the Messiah Jesus, 
Son of Mary. I would be glad if you can read a few of these scriptures that 
speci�cally buttress the above scriptures. Acts 3:18, Matthew 1:22, Isaiah 
9:1-9, 11:1, 53:1-12, 7:14, Zech 3:8. (For further reading, The Oasis Course, page 
46) 

Strategic Principles for Personally Reaching Muslims

i. Begin at Home: Jesus started his ministry among his own people, the 
Jews. So, persons who desire to reach Muslims must �rst develop their minis-
try gift, talents and ministry grace by active engagement in their local church 
or Christian community before venturing into Muslim context. 

ii. Be intentional in targeting Muslims with the Gospel (John 4:4): Jesus 
deliberately journeyed through Samaria because he planned to preach the 
gospel to the Samaritans. Similarly, Christians have to be intentional when it 
comes to Muslim outreach and allow God to lead us to speci�c Muslims to 
build friendship and relationship with them.

iii. Seek the Spirit leading: Jesus obeyed the spirit leading and went 
through Samaria to preach to the Samaritan woman at Sychar. There are 
Muslims who are ready to listen to the gospel. We can only identify them by 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. We need to be sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be rightly located for the ready harvest. Insensitivity in the 
Spirit may mean that we are labouring earnestly among peoples who are not 
yet ready to be harvested, hence the greater opposition we face from such 
quarters.

iv. The key to surviving the ministry to Muslims is to pace yourself. When 
you are weary, take time o�. Get to retreat alone with God. Sit down a while 
and take a break. Don’t keep pursuing when you know your energy level has 
dropped, and your spirit is thirsty. Only those who pace themselves will have 
the stamina to engage Muslims for the long haul. 

CASE STUDY 1 (Jesus and the Samaritan Woman in John 4:5-26)

v. Work to Build Friendship & Trust (John 4:7): Jesus broke cultural norms 
by reaching out to the woman and asking for water. His aim was to build a 
bridge of trust and relationship. 

Work hard to make friends with Muslims at all costs. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IS THE HEART OF THE MINISTRY TO MUSLIMS.

Only by earning their trust and respect are you likely to earn the right to be 
listened to. You will not be listened to unless you earn the right to be heard. 
Don’t plan to witness from afar. Get intimate visit, share meals. Go out together. 
Share friendliness. Only then can there be su�cient basis for a deeper conver-
sation.

CASE STUDY 2 Underground believers (Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:1-17) - 
One-on-One Witness is most Ideal for Muslim Witness  

vi. Expect resistance

vii. Where appropriate use your spirit gifting to minister supernaturally to 
the Muslim you seek to reach out to. Only if and when a Muslim has supernatu-
ral experience, will he or she begin to consider seriously the message we 
present. 

Trust God to use you to invade their conscious and subconscious moments 
with an unexplainable supernatural experience. This will soften their willing-
ness to listen to you and consider your message. 

viii. Appealing to the Muslims to Make a Decision for Christ (John 4:26): 
Carefully determine the appropriate moment to ask the Muslim to make a 
decision for Christ. Endless discussion without helping the Muslim to make a 
decision is fruitless. Do not rush them to make a decision to follow Christ 
though we have to be sensitive to know the appropriate time to help them 
make a decision for Christ. 

At some point in our friendship with Muslims, we need to request that they 
make a decision for Christ. The decision must be culturally acceptable method 
of response. Sometimes it may not be right to ask them to kneel down and 
repeat a sinner’s prayer as sign of accepting Christ.   

ix. Allow the Muslim to worship God within the framework of culturally 
comfortable system e.g. sitting or kneeling on the �oor in the way he feels 
comfortable and not in any western mode of worship. 

x. Intentionally intercede for the Muslims you seek to reach with the 
gospel. Without prayer we cannot advance the gospel among Muslims. 

xi. Our reward awaits us when we reach out to Muslims. “Even now the 
reaper draws his wages…”

xii. In the �eld of souls, we need to also recognize that there are two 
distinct peoples and their roles–the sower and the reaper (John 4: 36-37). This 
means in Muslim outreach networking is very crucial. No one person can do it 
all in winning Muslims for Christ. Involve others where the need arises. 
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